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Rules and DireCions how all Diſſenters may 
unite in Religion, as it ws eſtabliſhed in 
the Church of England, 


T* Wiſeſt of Kings hath told us, that there is a time, 


and @ ſeaſon for all things; a time to keep ſilence, 

anda time to ſpeak 5 and certainly now, if ever, 

the laſt time is not only convenient, but abſolutely neceſ- 
fary : And ſhould Man hold hisPeace and negle& this Du- 
ty, even the Stone ſhould cry out of the Wall, and the 
Beam of the Timber ſhall Anſwer .it : I offer theſe my 
Rules and Dire&ions, how all Diſſenters may Unite in Re- 
ligion, &c. toall in generalz but more particularly to thoſe 
who are Diſſenters trom the Church of ZExg/and, and who 
ſeem to make a breach in the Conformity, and happy U- 
nity of the Church;and by over-nice Scruples,cauſe a Schiſm 
and Rent in his Seamleſs Garment: 'tis to you that I now 
ſpeak as a Friend z for we ought not to be as Wolves and 
Dogs, ſnarling and ſnapping one at the other, but with all 
gentleneſs and freedom admonith one another ; - with all 
lowline(s and meekneſs, with long ſuffering, forbearing one 
another in love. 'Tis the command of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is Love it ſelf, that we love one another 3 by it we are 
known to be his true Diſciples and Followers of him z and 
there can be no greater ſign of his love, than friendly to 
admoniſh one another of errors, and ſtraying from the 
Truth, and to affiſt the weak, toraiſe up thoſe that fall ; to 
call to Unity and concord, and. ro ſtir up to peace and a- 
mity « That we may be all of one mind, having compaſſion" one 
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of another. Love as brethren, being pitiful, being courteous, not | 


rendring evil for evil, and railing for railing, 1 Pet. 3.8, 9. 

r, Since Separation and Diviſion among Brethren pro. 
cceds from the cunning and malice of Satan, and the Prieſts 
and Jcſuits of the Church of Rome, why ſhould this Sepa. 
ration continue any longer in our /ſrael ? Why ſhould not 
every man -.put to his helping hand, . to. build up' the walls 
of Unity; and the only way againſt this Romzſh FaQtion, 
lies in the firm union of the. whole Proteſtant Profeſſion ; 
and there is nothing wherein there is the leaſt probability 
that we can ever be all united, unleſs it be in the Church of 
England, as it ſtands by Law eſtabliſhed, agreeable to the 
Rules of the Holy Goſpel, conſonant to the DoCtrine- and 
Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians ; and not only-allowed, 
but wghly honoured by all the Reformed Churches in the 
world. 

2. Why do you diſpute about Trifles only, (as you call 
them 2)Is not the word of God truly diſpenſed in our Pub- 
lick Churches > Are we not Brethren, and members one of 
another, have we not one Father, God 2- One Head, Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and there is but one Body, one Spirit, one Lord,one 
Faith,one Baptiſm,one God and Father of all. And are not our 
Sacraments rightly adminiftred > Are not our Prayers free 
from ſcandal and irreverence ? Are not our Doctrines clear 
of error and falſity 

3- Why then do you deny to liear, and Receive, where 
you may Communicate with a ſafe Conſcience? As you may 
certainly do in ours; whoſe greateſt Adverſaries have not 
been able, after the moſt curious ſearch they could make, 
to find out one thing in the whole Conſtitution which 
they could poſitively affirm to be forbidden ; and till that 
can be made appear, 'we muſt {till fay that it cannot be un- 
lawful. | | 

4. As the form of Divine Service, contain'd in the Book 
of Common Prayer , which is now uſed in the Church of 


England, 
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England , conduceth-fomuch to the Edifying thoſe that uſe 
it ; As may be ſeen in the Rules for our more devout behavi- 
our in the time of Divine Service in the Church of 
England , lately Publiſhed to ſhew in what good or- 
der the Publick Service of the Charch of England is, and the 
Excelleacy and Ulefulneſs of it, where its Rules are dul 
Obſerved, And it agrees exadtly with the Rules of the 
Apoſtles, and is pertormed in Engliſh, the vulgar and com- 
mon Language of the Nation,which every one underſtands : 
But in the Church of Rome, the Common People arc made 
uncapable of being Edify'd by the Prayers of the Church, in 
that they ate all made in Latine, a Language which they 
do not all underſtand. So that when they meet to wor- 
ſhip God, there are ſeldom any in the Congregation that 
knows what 1s ſaid there except the Prieſt that reads it : But 
bleſſed be God for it, it is not fo with us;. For ours is truly 
Common Prayer, tor it is written and read in that Language 
which is Common to all the Congregations in the Kingdom: 
So that no man that frequents our Publick Congregations, 
can ever plead Ignorance of any. one Duty whatſoever : For 
if it be not his own fault, he may there be inſtructed in every 
thing which he that made him, requires of him. 
5. Let the Benevolence and tender heartedneſs of fo gra- 
cious a Prince, -and King towards you, who tho he be of 
| the Communion of the Church of England (yet has thought 

fit togive you ſome Eaſe and Liberty ſo that you may the 
| better prepare your ſelves to Unity in that Holy Religi- 

on in the Church of England.) move you toa ready and 
Ingenuous Compliance. 
. 6, How happy and Bleſſed then would the Nation be in 
this Unity ; And how much Security would it give to three 
Kingdoms / And how much Content and Satisfa&tion to your 
Prince, and how much Joy, .and Gladneſs, to the hearts of 
all your Brethren : what Peace ſhould we enjoy at Home / 
what Eſteem and Awe ſhould we purchaſe abroad / what 
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Love would be begotten between one another / And what 
Happineſs and Proſperity would it bring to all / You would 
then ſee again thoſe happy days of Queen Elzabeth, 'our 
Armies to proſper, our Citizens to flouriſh, Conqueſt a- 
broad, and Peace at Home, Charity to increaſe, and Con- 
tention to ceaſe 3 Love to abound, and ſtrife to wax leſs. 
The golden Age would' ſeem to be return'd again, and 
Righteouſneſs would run down like a ſtream ; there would 
then be a general rejoycing in our ſtreets, and we ſhould 
all cry out, This is the Lords doing; it is marvellous in our 
Eyes 

, Endeavour, to ſatisfy your Conſciences, go about it in 
good earneſt, lay aſide all Spiritual Pride, all ſelf-Intereſt, 
let the Caſe be ſtated truly by you : There are thoſe that 
have not thouglit much to convince you , it Scripture 
and Reation will do it, 

For I have Obſerved, that of Late ſeveral Divines of the 
Church of England, tor to recover Diſienters to the Com- 
munion of the Church have undertaken the moſt Ma- 
terial Caſes of Conſcience that you do queſtion ; and have 
bandled them with that Candour and Calmne(s which be« 
comes their profeiiion, and the gravity of the Arguments, 
and which may the better invite thoſe that are willing: to 
be fatisfyed, to peruſe and conſider them. The Names 
are as follows. | 

I. A Perſwaſive to the Communion of the Church of England. 


2. A Diſccurſe about Edification. 
3. Caſes of Conſcience of Church Communion. 
4. The Caſe of indifferent things uſed in the worſhip of God. 
5. Certain caſes of Conſcience reſolved concerning the lawfulneſs of jojn- 
ing with forms of Prayer in publick worſhip, in 1l. parts. | 
G. The Caſe of mixt Communion. 
7. The Caſe of kneeling at the Holy Sacrament im Il, Parts. 
8. A Diſcourſe of Profitiszg by Sermons. - 
9. The Caſe of Lay Communion with the Church of England, 
Io. The Caſe of Infants Baptiſme, | 
II. The Caſe of the Croſs in Baptiſme conſidered, 
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12. Conſiderations about the Caſe of Scandal or giving offence t9 


aweak, Brethren. | 
I 3« The charge of Scandal and giving offence by conformity, refelkd 


| and refleed back upon ſeparation, 


14. 4 Letter to *Anonymus in anſwer to his three Letters to Dr, 
Sherlock about Church Communion. : 

15. The Vindication of the Caſe of Indifferent things,8&C- 

16. A Diſcourſe concerning conſcience in Il. Parts, 

17.. A Diſconrſe about a Scrupulous conſcience containing ſome plain 
Direttions for the cure of it. 

18. An Anſer to the Diſſenters Objeftions againſt the Commen-P?ayers 

I9, The reſolution of this Caſe-of Conſcience whether the Church of . 
England, {ſymbolizing (0 far as it doth with the Church of Rome, makes 
it unlawful to hold Communion with the Charch of England. 

Read but theſe Caſes of Conſcience and-then no doutt 
but your Scruples may be-all reſolved, and you may Con- 


form with fatisfaQion, | 


But to compleat our happineſs you muſt come to his hol 
Temple and pray together with us,and that will compleat this 
Unity, and Friendſhip. We have been too long aſunder, why 
ſhould there be any difference betweenBenjamin and JudabLet 
us meer, I ſay, at laſt as Brethren ; come with willing hearts 
and minds, the Go/iah of oppoſition may be eaſily ſlain ; 
one ſingle ſtone will fink that Philiſtine. Let ſome among 
you ſet an example, others will follow. Conſider the Peace 
of Jſrae] more than your 'own Intereſt, ard think how you 


©. will ſtrengthen the hands of your Brethren by this ſo much 


deſired Unity and happy Conformity. Let at Jlaſt the great 
mercy that is ſhewn you be a motive to bring you to this de- 
ſired and happy Unity, let love draw you and delay no lon- 
ger; but let us meet with kindneſs and ſubmiſſion. 

9. Lay theſe things ſeriouſly to your heart, paſs them nct 
ſlightly over, and letit move youto pitty at laſt to fee the 
Ghaſtly wounds that are ſtill renewed by the continuance of. 
our Diviſions , let us have ſome compaſſion on a bleeding 
Church that is ready to faint, and in eminent danger of being 
made a prey to herEnemies,by the unnatural heats and animo- 

| nn lities 


6s * Direttions how-all Difenters.s © 
fities of thoſe that ſhould ſupport 'and;defend her,” for. it i5 
faid in the Vindication of the Conforming Clergy.. Pag.'50:;. 
The Church of England is a Body of ſo firm aConſtitation , "ard ' 
ſo excellently temper'd, and ſo well ſhap'd, and of ſocleir 4 
frength per” vigour in all its Limbs,, that no outward fofte ig,, * 
able to injure it, nothing but ſome inward corruption and decay 
in the Vital parts that can-poſſiÞly bring it to the grourd. 

10 Let us ſhew that we are inclined unto Peace , by 
coming as far as we can ; and let not our groundleſs ſcruples 
at a Ceremony or two, fright us from the whole Worſhip of 
God,againſt which we have not any Exceptions : Be united 
in mind, be of one heart, worſhip together, ſeparate no 
longer, and God will build you up : Then God will be 
known in Jadah, and his Name will be great in_ſrael. You 
ſhall then be united like /ſrae/ and Judah, you hall have 


but one King, you ſhall be no more two Nations. What Na- ', '4 


tion will there be ſo great, who hath God ſo nigh unto them! 
Then you ſhall be his people, and he will be your God; he 
will give you one heart, and one way, that you may fear him 
for ever for the good of you and your Chuldren after you. 
Then will ye with one mind and one voice glortfie God, even 
the Father of our.Lord Jeſus Chriſt. SE 

We and you, all of us hope to attain the ſame End of. our 
Faith 3 a Heavenly Canazn, 1s all our .Journeys end ; we-are 
Brethren, why ſhould we fall out by the way? Why all this noiſe 
it will not, it cannot be long e're we all Iye quiet in our 
Graves; thence we hope all to paſs to ſuch a ſtate, where theres 
will be nothing but Unity, Uniformity, and Harmony; where 
a full Choir of Saints,- in a Beautiful Church Triumphant, 
and a Noble Hierarchy of Angels ſhall ſing A//e/uyjahs, and 
worſhip God in the Beauties of Holineſs for ever and ever. 
Amen. | | 


